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"A physician who thinks that he heals does not under-
stand the art. You may understand for what purpose there is
a physician. He provides the shield for nature and protects
the injured part against its enemies, so that the foe without
may not retard, poison, or injure the forces of nature, but may
preserve its vital power. He who takes good care of wounds
is a good surgeon (Wundarzi)" 3
The preface was written by Wolfgang Thalhauser, a fellow
alumnus of Ferrara, who was municipal doctor in Augsburg.
Thalhauser denounced the Galenic doctors who concocted their
prescriptions out of books, and continued:
"Comes a barber who does not know more of human com-
plexion than a butcher knows about a pig, cuts, burns, and
mends at his pleasure. Therefore I am glad that God ordered
you to stir this broth and to do away with these hangman's
martyrizations." 4
The book was a great success. It appeared in two parts, pub-
lished in July and August, 1536; and the following year a
second printing became necessary. This second edition ap-
peared without Thalhauser's introduction. Did Paracelsus quar-
rel with his friend? It is not unlikely. Again we have a secre-
tary's reports of Paracelsus' quirks.
"He mumbles to himself for hours. When he speaks to
others they can hardly understand him. He spends much time
before his oven brewing powders but he does not suffer any-
one to help him. He gets angry when spoken to. Suddenly he
has a fit and yells like a wounded animal. He gets impatient
with the slightest mistake of his amanuensis." 5
Again, he quarreled with innkeepers and patients, often over
insignificant sums; and again he resorted to litigation. On the